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A Web Quest
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We have spent many weeks getting to know the characters in Sharon Draper’s Hazelwood High trilogy. We experienced the struggles of Gerald and Angel as they escaped the abusive hands of Jordan. We watched Gerald find a confident in Rob and his father. And, we witnessed the fiery death of Rob because of poor choices and under aged drinking. In the final chapters of the novel Tears of a Tiger, we watched Andy struggle with the overwhelming guilt that eventually ended with his own suicide. Could Coach Ripley have said something to make a difference? If Andy’s dad had been more supportive throughout, could Andy have survived the pain? If Keisha had been able to come to the phone that final night, would Andy have handled his grief? These questions are now yours as you become a character in the novel Tears of a Tiger.
Task

Your task is to write a persuasive letter to Andy. Your goal is to convince Andy not to commit suicide. You may choose to act as a character in the book or as yourself, but your letter must connect to the novel, Tears of a Tiger, and it must be based on research.
Process

1. Visit the websites in the resource section.  Read and answer the questions on the Suicide Worksheet.

2. Review instructions for writing a friendly letter.

3. Go to the Friendly Letter Format and begin drafting your letter to Andy.

4. Write your final copy on a word document.

5. Review the Friendly Letter Rubric and assess yourself before revising and editing your final copy.
Resources

Websites to research for information on suicide prevention:

http://www.ncpamd.com/Suicide.htm
http://metanoia.org/suicide/
http://kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/behavior/suicide.html
http://members.tripod.com/kittn/
http://www.nasponline.org/NEAT/savefriend_general.html
Other Resources:

Suicide Worksheet
Instructions for Writing a Friendly Letter
Friendly letter Format Worksheet
Suicide Worksheet:

Fill in the blanks based on your reading and research.

Risk Factors for Suicide:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Warning Signs of Suicide:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

What can I do?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Instructions for Writing a Friendly Letter
Remember to include all five parts when writing a friendly letter.
The heading includes the sender's address and the date.   The sender's address needs to be located at the top of the page in the center or at the top right-hand corner.  The date needs to be located under the sender's address on the left-hand side of the page above the greeting. 

The salutation needs to be located under the heading on the left-hand side of the page.  The salutation would include such words as Dear _____________.

The body of the letter includes the message.  It is written in paragraph form. There is usually an introduction, a body, and a conclusion within the body of a letter.
The closing of the letter would include such words as Sincerely, or Your friend.

The signature is your signed name under the closing.

Friendly Letter Format

	
	 heading





date




	 salutation



	 


	  Intro











	 body - often more than 1 paragraph















	  conclusion









	 
	 closing




signature


Evaluation Rubric for the Friendly Letter
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Score
	1
	2
	3
	4


	Layout/ Design
	Letter is unattractive or inappropriate. Text is difficult to read. It does not have proper grammar or punctuation for a friendly letter. 
	Letter appears busy or boring. Text may be difficult to read. May have some grammar and or punctuation that indicates it is a friendly letter.
	The letter is eye-catching and attractive. Text is easy to read. Grammar, style, and punctuation is indicative of a friendly letter. 
	The letter is creatively designed with easily read text. Grammar, style, and purpose all excellent for a friendly letter.

	Information, style, audience, tone
	Information is poorly written, inaccurate, or incomplete. The letter is not addressed to Andy and shows no knowledge of the text.
	Some information is provided, but is limited or inaccurate. The letter is addressed to Andy, but shows no connection to the text.
	Information is well written and interesting to read. The letter is written to Andy and displays adequate knowledge of the text.
	Information is accurate and complete, is creatively written, and is cleverly presented. The letter is written for Andy and displays clear knowledge of the text.

	Accurate Parts of the Friendly Letter
	Improper form is used.
	Most friendly letter elements out of place or missing.
	Some friendly letter elements may be missing. 
	Letter is complete with all required elements. 

	Grammar, Punctuation, and choice of words for the friendly letter
	Grammar, punctuation, and choice of words poor for a friendly letter. 
	Information mislabled or missing. Inaccurate punctuation or grammar. 
	Style, purpose, audience, grammar, and punctuation all fair and indicative of a friendly letter.
	Excellent job on presentation, style, grammar, and punctuation.

	Persuasive Letter based on research
	The letter does not persuade and the writer includes no research.
	The letter is persuasive but lacks research.
	The letter persuades and the writer includes some evidence of research.
	The letter is persuasive and it is obvious that the writer considered and included research.


 

